Lethal extrapulmonary mycobacteriosis.
A 60 yr old previously healthy man was treated for gradually elevating fever and rash followed by leucopenia and mycosis of the gastrointestinal tract; he died within 6 weeks of the first symptoms appearing. Histologic examination revealed disseminated tuberculosis of paratracheal lymph nodes, liver, spleen and bone marrow with the presence of acid fast bacilli by smear examination. Multiple colonies of the same strain of Mycobacterium kansasii were isolated by bacteriological examination of lymph node and spleen tissue. Neither macroscopical nor histological examination showed any evidence of lung tuberculosis. The final diagnosis of the described acute disease and rapid death was stated as generalized extrapulmonary mycobacteriosis, which is a rare observation.